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THE ARKANSAS RIVER. 

During May stages higher than usunl occurred on n 
number of dates in the -4rkansas River in Colorado. 
These high stages were in pint due to temperature con- 
ditions favorable to uninterrupted melting of snow in the 
upper reaches during the latter part of April. But the 

rincipal cause of the prevalence of high water wtis the 
Reavy rainfau, especially in the eastern part of C!olorado. 
Several freshets occurred, but their duration was short 
m d  but little damage resulted, escept from the freshet - 
of May 1 and 2. 

A tabulated statement of the rainfall on this wat.ershcc1 
from April 39 to the end of May 3 is appended. 
Daily precipitation, dprilIB9 to htuy 3. incluSi~rc, 1914. ill uwfPrsltcd o f the  

drkniisas in Colorado. 
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Flood of Hay 1 and W.--The precipitation of A ril 30 
and May 1 was excessive in many localities on the Lkan- 
sas watei-shed in the eastern part of the State. High 
stages occurred almost simultaneously on May 1 from 
Osford Farmer's Dam, near Nepesta, eastward to the 
Kansas line. The flood subsided on May 3. East of 
La Junta the flooding of bottom lands resulted in much 
damage to fnrni lands, crops, live stock, bridges, and rail- 
road property. The greatest damage occurred in the ex- 
trenie enstern part of t h ,  State, where flood conditions 
were iiiost pronounced. 'l'imely warnings were issued for 
all high-wa ter conditions. 

On May 1, at  5 a. N., the river at Osford Dam, near 
Nepesta, was 3.6 feet, or 0.4 below flood stage. At the 
same tinie the Purgatoire, a tributary joining the Arkansas 
above Fort Lyon, was rising rapidly. At 8 a. m. this 
river at Higbee was S feet, a rise of 6 feet in the receding 
24 hours. At the same tinie the Arkansas at  I! ort Lyon 
was 6.2 feet, or slightly above flood stage. 9 t  8 a. m. the 
next day, May 2, the reading of this gage was 7 feet. 
Farther downstream the rise was more pronounced. At 
Amity Dnm, near Prowers, on April 30, 1 foot of water 
was assing over the dam; in the evening of May 1 the 
cleptg of water passing over the dam was 5 feet, the 
masimum stage. By night of the 3cl the river had fallen 
to 3 feet. The maxiniuin discharge over the Amity Dam 
was estimated at  35,000 second-feet. 

Flood in Fountain Creek in the vicinity ef Pueldo, Colo., 
Mu?/ I7-1S.-During the night of May 17 a severe thunder- 
st orni accompanied by heavy rainfall occurred in the 
vicinity of Fountain and Buttes, near the head of Foun- 
tain Creek, Colo. Flood conditions resulted in the area 
embraced by the Fountain watershed. Lowlands were 
flooded between Fountain and Pueblo, and the roperty 
loss was considerable. To the eastward of Pue YI lo only 
moderate river stages occurred in the Arkansas River 
from the Fountain freshet, and no material property 
damage resulted, escept along the Fountain and in the 
vicinity of Pueblo. Traffic between Pueblo and Denver 
was suspended for the ieater art of two days. 

In  connection with t 8: is floo B warnings were issued for 
places to  the east of Pueblo. 

COLORADO RIVER, MAY, 1914. 

In the upper reaches of the tributaries there were 
marked rises between the Sth and 13th; a steady flow 

stages were general on the 24th and 85611, and practica H4ib y was then maintained for the nest seven days. 

the same hei hts were general again at the end of the 
month. In  t f e  San Juan the highest stage at Farmington, 
N. Mex., occurred on the 84th; in the Grand, at Fruita, on 
the 35th, and in the Green, at Elgin, Utah, on the 29th 
and 30th. At Topock, Ariz., near Needles, Cal.,. the 
nikximum stage, 20.3 feet, occurred on the 31st, while at 
Yuma the maximum stage, 25.6 feet, occurred on the 
29th and 30th. 

MAY LAKE LEVELS. 
By UNITED STATES LAKE SURVEY. 

[Dated Detroit, Mich., June 2,1014.1 

T h e  United States Lake Surve reports the sta es of 

Feet above 
mean ma level. 

Superior ___._.___ - -. . - - - -. - -. . -. - -. -. . -. -. - -. . - 602.33 
Michigan-Huron.. ............................. 580.32 
Erie ........................ :. ................... 572.91 
Ontario ......................................... 246.95 

the Great Lakes for the month o 9 May, 1914, as foflows: 
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Lake Superior is 0.50 foot higher than last month, 0.26 
foot higher than a year ago, 0.36 foot above the average 
stage of May of the last 10 years, 0.72 foot below the high 
stage of May, 1861, and 1.51 feet above the low stage of 
May, 1911. Average stages of the last 10 years inclicate 
that the June level ~vill be 0.3 foot higher. 

Lakes Michigan-Huron are 0.26 foot higher than last 
month, 0.74 foot lower than a year ago, 0.46 foot below 
the average stage of Mi% of the last 10 years, 3.20 fect 
below the high stage of bay ,  1SS6, and 0.76 foot above 
the low stage of May, 1596. Average stages of the last10 
years indicate that the June level will be 0.3 foot higher. 

Lake Erie is 0.51 foot higher than last month, 1.07 feet 
lower than a year ago, 0.06 foot above the average stage 
of May of the last 10 years, 1.51 feet below the high stage 

Average stages of the last 10 years indicate that t EI e 1901. June 
of May, 1s-62, 1.60 feet above the low stage of Ma 

level will be 0.3 foot higher. 
Lake Ontario is 0.20 foot higher than last month, 1.02 

feet lower than a year ago, 0.02 foot below the avera e 

stage of May, 1870, and 1.99 feet above the low stage of 
May, 1S73. Average stages of the last 10 years indicate 
that the June level will be 0.2 foot higher. 

stnge of Hay of the last 10 years, 2 feet below the hig 5l 


